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HISTORICAL

DEVELOPMENT

OF MALTON

Situated at the junction of the Howardian Hills

and the escarpment of the chalk wolds on
the banks of the River Derwent, Maiton has
beer a site of settlement since 3-4,000 years
BC. The surrounding area is rich in relics of
Bronze Age settlement ¢.1000 BC but the
earliest surviving evidence of substantial or
urban settlement in Malton are the
earthworks and roads of Roman Derventio.

The Roman Fort occupied 8.5 acres to the

east of the present town on what is now a-

greenfield site and scheduled ancient
monument called Orchard Field (Area 1 on
Figure 1.0). Between the Fort and the river
the civilian settlement developed along both
banks of the Derwent (Area 2 on Figure 1.0).
A number of Roman roads converged on
the town linking it to York and Scarborough
and the routes of these are still
approximately described by the crossroads
of Yorkersgate/Old Maltongate and
Wheelgate/Castiegate.

It seems likely that settlement continued
on the site of Malton and Old Malton just
o the east through Saxon times into the
period of the Norman Conguest when the
scorched earth policy of the French
invaders was responsible for the decline
of New Malton relative to Old Malton which
was the larger settlement at the time of the
Domesday survey.

The C*'2" saw the emergence of the plan
form of Malton which was consoclidated in
the early modern period to form the matrix
of streets and buildings which comprise the
town today. Malton in the C'™" can be seen
as a two centre settlement based on the
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Castle tothe east with St Leonard’s Church
(Area 1), and the walled market place to the
west centred round St Michael's (Area 3 on

" Figure 1.0). The Castle was located on part

of the site of Roman Derventio but was
relatively shortlived being in a ruinous state
by the Tudor pericd and completely
unusable in the Civil War. lts location was
preserved as a largely undeveloped site
through continued occupation by local Lords
of the Manor. For a brief period in the C™ it
was occupied by the prodigy house of Lord
Eure. However, all trace of the house and
formal gardens has gone with only the
screen walls to Old Maltongate surviving a
property dispute between Lord Eure’s two
granddaughters. Land use of this type
pushed urban development to the west, this
eastern and ancient centre of the town is now
predominantly rural in character forming
both a physical and visual break between
the two settlements of New and Old Malton.

The impact of the town walls which are
thought to have determined the shape of
the Market Place has been rather more
Jasting than that of the Castle. There were
four gates of entry to the town, Greengate,
Old Maltongate, Wheelgate and
Yorkersgate. It is possible that the wide
expanse of Greengate could have
performed a market function though the
main market area was around St Michael's
Church. Morphological evidence also
suggests a further Market Place to the north
bounded by Horsemarket and Victoria
Roads. (see Figure 1.1, Phase 1)

The presence of three possible market sites
suggests that Malton was a town of
considerable importance in the Medieval
and Early Modern periods, The C'?"and
C*n saw a flourishing cof the Yorkshire woal
trade in which religious foundations were
of substantial importance. The presence of
the Gilbertine Priory at Old Maiton was
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undoubtedly beneficial to the success of
New Malton at this time, the Priors being
astute growers and traders of wool. Their
endeavours attracted merchants from all
over Britain and from parts of Europe, and
led to the establishment of weaving as a
local industry. Horse, cattle, pig and grain
markets were also held. Official recognition
of Malton Market in 1283 saw the
establishment of burgesses and a formal
system of urban government. Though still
essentially a manorial town Malton was laid
out in burgage plots stretching back from
the main street frontages. The pattern of
development laid out at this time has
determined the growth, shape and
character of Malton ever since.

The Early Modern period saw the gradual
expansion of Maiton both economically and
demographically. During this period empty
burgage plots were filed, building tock place
down the length of plots to provide more
accommodation and there was a general
intensification of land use in the town with
some infilling of market places. (see Figure
1.1, Phase 2) Malton's economic base was
typical of many rural market towns, focd
processing and retailing, the building trades,
leather and metal trades, agricultural
machinery making and servicing, legal and
administrative functions were all well
represented. Residential and agricultural
functions remained throughout the period
with houses, gardens, barns, yards, stables
and even piggeries still in evidence in the
Ch Al these functions were expressed in
the buiit fabric of the town much of which
survives to the present day.

A major new economic force which led to
a significant change in emphasis in the
town was the navigation of the Derwent
after 1700. The Derwent had traditionally
been used as a power source for the
town's corn mills, now however it attracted

wharfage and dock functions. Many of the
industrial sites fronting the river at the back
of Yorkersgate and Castlegate criginate
from this time. Until 1810 the river was not
navigable beyond Malton, the town was
therefore an important collection and
distribution point for grain, butter, coal,
timber, iron, wool, flax and many other
goods. The semi-industrial nature of Area
2 was consolidated by the coming of the
railway in 1845. Railway Street and the
bridge over the Derwent were constructed
at this time and adjacent areas
redeveloped with warehouses and some
light industrial works.

The late C™" was a period of some

prosperity for Malton, prosperity based on

the success of first the river and then the
railway, on the extensive and fertile
agricultural hinterland of the town, on the
commercialisation of the brewing industry
and on the development of leisure
functions, primarily horse racing and
breeding. It was in this period that the
exclusively residential Area 4 on Figure 1.0
developed to the west of the town centre.
This area is dominated by substantial
houses built for gentry and industrialists
and now forms a significant zone of
transition between the old town of Malton
and its late twentieth century suburbs.
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Area 1

Tothe east the Conservation Area boundary
is clearly defined by the tree lined former
railway line. Orchard Field and the main
earthworks associated with Derventio lie
between the railway line and the boundary
wall of the Lodge. This greenfield site is
open to the public and is of great amenity
value as well as of major historic interest.
The margins of Orchard Field to the south,
north and west are defined by mature trees,
these and the considerable tree cover
existing in the grounds of the Lodge and
on the site of the former Castle, form an
important element in distant views of the
town from the south and from within the town
up Old Maltongate and along Castlegate.
The whole of this area is protected by
scheduled ancient monument status.

The presence of the Lodge and its former
gardens has pushed development to the
margins of Area 1. St Leonard’s Church
dating from the G2 is the cldest structure
in this zone and with its spire forms an
important visua! focal point in views of the
town and within the town. Historic properties
on the south side of Old Maltongate within
the Conservation Area date from the early
C'&h through to the mid C'™". A neutral area
of C®h housing makes the transition from
an industrial brick building on the corner of
Church Hill (a former iron foundry, now a
vacant garage) to houses of a more rural
character which are predominantly stone
built, formerly thatched but now with pantile
roofs at a steep pitch, and Yorkshire sash
windows. These stone cottages give a
visual introduction to the decayed limestone
walls of the L.odge gates and Fitzwilliam
Estate Office which daminate the street
frontage and make the transition from town
to countryside.
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Area 2

The urban structure in this area reflects the
layout of burgage plots either side of
Castlegate and Yorkersgate and the
transition from residential and retail use to
mixed industrial use with the development
of river trade after 1700.

The brick bulk of King's Mill (a water
powered cornmill rebuilt in 1802) and
associated Mill Cottages form a distinct
industrial group at the bottom of Castiegate,
separated from the rest of the street by the
site of the 1831 gas works. The brick
boundary wall running along the south side
of Sheepfoot Hill forms a clear line of
demarcation between the surviving area of
wharfage buildings to the south and the new
housing of a neutral area to the north.

Views up Castlegate from Sheeptfoot Hill are
of particularly high quality in terms of historic
and townscape interest and due to the curve
and slope of the street. There isamix of stone
and brick properties, stone predominating
at the bottom end. Building height varies

between two and two and a half storeys with
properties set at the back of pavement giving
a strong- sense of enclosure and distinctly
urban character. Vertical emphasis is
achieved by the comparatively steep pitch
of the pantiled roofs, pedimented dormers,
vertical sliding sash windows and the

H

Castlegate
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